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Abstract

To be efficient, nicotine substitution therapy (NST) must be part of a global strategy comprising several stages. The first consists in evaluating and re-enforcing motivation, since smoking cessation is impossible unless the patient is clearly motivated. The second stage is the withdrawal period that lasts for several days or months. NST is the first medicinal treatment that has demonstrated its efficacy in controlled studies: it reduces the withdrawal syndrome and doubles the chances of success at the end of the standard 3-month treatment. Recent studies have shown that the results can be improved: by adapting the dose to the degree of dependency and by using higher doses and/or associating two types of nicotine substitutes; by prolonging NST for as long as the withdrawal syndrome persists; by treating the anxiety and depression, often present in heavy smokers. The third stage is aimed at avoiding relapses, by ensuring prolonged follow-up and treating the various possible causes: eating disorders and weight gain, acute or chronic stress, depression, environment.... At all the stages of care, behavioural and cognitive therapy enhances the chances of success.
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