Mortality from cancer in Tunisia: calculating years of life lost.
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This work, conducted in Tunisia, aimed to calculate the number of years of life lost due to premature death caused by cancer. The data were based on mortality statistics (2006) provided by the national surveillance system of causes of death and involved calculations proposed by the World Health Organization. A total of 105,205 deaths due to cancer were recorded, 61,550 for males and 43,655 for

females. The cancers were mostly of the lung and upper respiratory-digestive tract for men and breast and cervix for women. These results should prompt the health care system to emphasize tobacco control, the promotion of healthy eating and physical activity, as well as screening for breast and cervical cancer.
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